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every time I walked into it.  A fire was great entertainment 
in the winter – it changed form and color constantly.  We 
didn’t suffer from cabin fever exactly – it was more like a 
cabin allergy.

None of that afflicts Savannahians, of course.  Our allergies 
are based on pollen, insects, and animal dander -they are 
more robust than frigid melancholy.  We have our cold days, 
but even the deepest cold front has a not-too-bad stretch 
after, and that keeps our spirits up.

Winter is hardly a fallow time in southeast Georgia.  It’s 
a time to go to your studio and make stuff, and when you 
have exhausted your personal resources, go to somebody 
else’s studio and look at what they’re doing.  You might 
do a little marketing, or you might ponder the differences 
between the ceruleans different manufacturers offer.  
Savannah winters even have many days suitable for plein air 
painting.  The sun shines more directly on Savannah than it 
does on New England, and it brings radiant warmth even 
when the air is chilled.  It does the same thing when the air 
is not chilled, but that’s not a winter problem.

Have you seen Avenguardia at the Jepson, or the wonderful 
Southern landscapes at the Telfair Academy?  How about 
the Landings Art Association exhibit at Merrill Lynch, or 
the shows that the Tybee Arts Association puts together?  
We are changing out some of the art in our own gallery this 
month and at the airport – have you seen the new things?   
Are you ready for Paint Out 2018, in March this year?

My autumn did not leave time for painting, and I recently 
inventoried my watercolor paints.  Predictably, some of 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The Fallow Days

That’s what the winter months are supposed to be 
according to Judy Collins’ old song – the fallow days.  
Look out at the frozen fields, perhaps admire the 
glistening of the ice, throw another log in the fireplace 
and fix yourself a second cup of tea.

I spent part of my youth in New England, and it 
never seemed to work out that way.  Life had to go on.  
Nobody seemed to want to close the schools because it 
was cold out, and businesses went on despite the chill.  I 
was part of the business community then – I had (1) a 
bike, and (2) a paper route.  The family car was reserved 
for more pressing problems, like food gathering.  I did 
appreciate the problem – there’s nothing like daily bike 
rides in January to illustrate the downside of stalking 
critters for supper.  I was grateful for grocery stores and 
a heated way to get to them.  Still, I had little time for or 
interest in the aesthetic properties of ice.  I just wanted to 
get inside.

The aesthetic properties inside suffer in winter too.  In 
his youth, my father was a fledgling oil painter, and 
kept a few of his works after he moved on to better-
paying fields.  The Depression did not favor fledgling 
artists.  Our living room had one of his works – a small 
landscape.  A magnificent pine dominated the center, 
with a red dirt road curving around it and a house half 
hidden in the background.  I wish I had it today.  In 
those winters, it was an all-too-familiar blob of colors on 
an all-too-familiar wall in a room that seemed to shrink 
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them had turned into richly colored, tube-shaped packets of granular plaster.  Granular 
plaster has its limitations as a medium, so I must seek replacements.  That involves a trip 
into town via the Islands Expressway, past the wrecked boat by Spencer Park that I have 
been waiting to photograph.  If I choose one of the not-too-bad days, maybe I’ll stop on 
the way.  I’d rather do that on a sixty-degree day than a ninety-degree one.  There are fewer 
blood-seeking insects, for one thing.

Savannah winters give you the option to be busy, if you care to be.  But you have the 
choice to be silent and inert.  Out in the mouth of the Savannah River, we have our days 
of driving rain and gusty winds – sometimes they aren’t the same days as in town.  Once 
the dog is walked (the dog regards rain like New England school systems regard cold), I 
can contemplate the richness of life, analyze possible flaws in Fermat’s theorem, or simply 
take a nap.  With the holiday season just past, I’ll let you guess which I choose.

Ed Eckstrand

Please plan to attend, this is an important meeting and we need your input!  
We will vote on the SAA officer slate at the January General Meeting.  

Nominations: 

President ........................................... Ed Eckstrand 

VP, Operations .................................. Roy Yarger

VP, Planning ..................................... Cathy Sizer 

Secretary ........................................... Barbara Gentry 

Treasurer ........................................... Jill Buckner 

        

Also, this is the meeting where you can sign up to be the featured artist of 
the month in 2018!

General Meeting: January 10th
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mark it on your calendars . . .
JANUARY

3 Wednesday SAA Board Meeting The Woods 
5 PM

7-9 Sun-Tues SAA Gallery:  Hang new art SAA Gallery

10 Wednesday
Airport Reception & General Meeting 
Membership vote of SAA Officers

6 p.m.

15 Monday Plein Air Group:  Savannah Mall Food Court 
11:30 AM

20 Saturday Playshop with Wayne Chambers: Watercolor Generation One 
Cost: $15  

FEBRUARY

5 Monday
Plein Air Group:  Fort Jackson  
There is a fee to enter Fort

Lunch at Firehouse Subs 
11:30

7 Wednesday SAA Board Meeting The Woods 
5 PM

10 Saturday Playshop with Carol Hartley: Clay Generation One 
Cost: $15

19 Monday
Plein Air Group:   
Botanical Gardens on Eisenhower Drive

Lunch at CiCi’s Pizza, 11:30 
Eisenhower Drive

21 Wednesday General Meeting The Woods 
6 PM

28 Wednesday Spring Show, “Savannah Blooms” Savannah Airport

MARCH

7 Wednesday SAA Board Meeting The Woods 
5 PM

10 Thursday Playshop with Steve Willis: Oil and Acrylic Generation One 
Cost: $15

21 Wednesday General Meeting The Woods 
6 PM

22-24 Thurs-Sat SAA Plein Air Event
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artist of the month . . .
Over a long career, 
Patricia Leonard 
Geary has been an 
oil painter, an acrylic 
painter and a clay 
hand-builder. She 
has loved all these 
mediums but when 
Wolf Kahn told her, 
“You are a complete, 
total expressionist 
and you should 
never do anything 
else,” she found 

her path and started painting large, non objective 
abstract oil paintings. 

But she never gave up her love for plein air painting 
which involves going out into the beautiful outdoor 
landscape and joining her artist friends to capture 
the beauty of whatever part of the world she is 
in. And there have been many parts of the world 
which have lured her and her paintbrush. From 
Europe, Mexico, the Caribbean Islands and half of 
our own wonderful country, she has spent her life 
in art. There have been many highlights, including 
the Florence Biennial, an adjunct to Grandmother 
Moses blockbuster at the Orlando Museum of Art, 
an exhibition of Irish genre paintings at ArtWorks 
Orlando, and shows around the world, solo shows 
and galleries and museums and exhibitions too 
numerous to mention. Her oils, acrylics and 
sculptures have won many awards.

She considers her major work to be the expressionist 
paintings. Geary says, “When I am working on an 
abstract, I might be inspired by a mood, an event or 
a thought. I can attempt to visually tell what I feel 
to an audience and hope they enjoy and feel what I 
am trying to say. It’s like writing a journal in code.”

Patricia Geary
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other news . . .

Airport Show Schedule 2018
Winter Show: Homeward Bound January & February (present show)

Spring Show: Savannah Blooms March, April, and May Hangs February 28

Summer Show: Another Groovy Summer June, July, and August Hangs May 31

Fall Show: My Picasso September, October, & November Hangs August 31

Accepting new 
art for entry  
Jan 7, 8 and 9

March 22-24, 2018

Raffle tickets: $10 
Items include: 

-2 bedroom Condo for 3 night stay at Tybee 
-Paintings by Robert Isley and Barbara Gentry 
-Beautiful Larimar necklace and felled journal. 

Great PRIZES for winning artist!

SAA 5th 
Annual Plein Air Competition

• SAA membership is required.

• 28” spaces (including frame) are rented for each 
2-month show. $40 per space.

The back room is for the permanent galleries artist’s 
who have paid upfront money as well as $150 per 

month, under a signed contract for a year.

For more info, call Andrea: 912-663-3188

Established
1920

At the SAA 
GALLERY  

Chippewa Square 
232 Bull St.

A great turnout! This one day show held at Asbury 
Methodist Church supported by SAA and other artists 
and groups managed to get $10,000 for UMCOR and 
specifically a fund for Puerto Rico to help the victims of 
Hurricane Irma. 

Thanks to former SAA President Sandy Branam for 
spearheading this event! 

Sale benefits Puerto Rico!


