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With that in mind, we moved Paint Out Savannah 2018 to 
March.  Lately, October has been just too much fun.  This 
year, Robert Isley will do a demonstration on Thursday, we 
will hold a Quick Draw on Tybee on Friday, and the plain 
air competition will be in town on Saturday.  We are again 
offering substantial prizes for both the Quick Draw and 
the in-town competition.  That’s March 22nd through 24th.  
You can sign up for any or all of the events at the gallery, 
on-line, or send us a form – they’re on the website.  For 
those of you who think of plein air painting the same way 
as I think of ski-jumping, we’ll have a raffle of some great 
prizes for both participants and spectators.  You can also 
contact Martha Love for any of this.

Spring makes all of us busy – it’s the sweet time between 
the refrigerator of January and  the rotisserie of July.  All 
sorts of worthwhile art events happen in these months, so 
please make plans now.

We have great fortune to live here now.  Most of the 
country is still having their version of February, which 
is not as pleasant as ours.  They sit inside and curse at 
groundhogs, whose capacity for predictive analysis is no 
better than mine.  They watch the Winter Olympics – this 
year, the Olympics are in Korea, which is one of the few 
places in the world that makes a New England winter look 
tame.  I saw an azalea this week – a bloom, I mean.  If that 
groundhog means that we’ll have six more weeks of this, 
I’m all for it.

Ed Eckstrand

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

On the first Saturday of February, I publicly proclaimed 
that Spring had begun.  My talent for predictive analysis 
is negligible, but I nailed this one.  Little purple flowers 
started to bloom in the street medians, and tan lawns 
began to show other colors.  Now, in the third week, 
the frigid threats are over.  My truck, normally a bluish 
gray, turned sickly green.  The curbs and gutters they 
border show bright yellow after rainstorms, and I have 
developed drips, both nasal and post-nasal.  Spring 
means oak and pine pollen.  Soon will come the other 
signs of spring – in Savannah, that’s not robins and 
daffodils; here, it’s sand gnats and mosquitoes.  After this 
particular winter, they are as welcome as they will ever be.

This morning, a truck with a surfboard in back roared 
past us headed for Tybee.  I will certainly head to Tybee 
soon, but I will stay on the beach, thank you so much.  
The current water temperature in 64 degrees, which is 
warm enough for sluicing pollen off of trucks, but no 
more.  I am old enough that I still think of surfing as a 
West Coast phenomenon, and probably an outdated one.  
What if somebody texts you while you are hanging ten?  
It’s like ski-jumping for me – strictly a spectator activity.

Despite all of the things that Spring brings us, it lacks 
one thing:  hurricanes.  The last two autumns did have 
them, and most plein air painters want to stay indoors in 
hurricanes, or even threats of hurricanes.  The rain gets 
in your colors and your easel won’t stand still – you can 
hardly blame them.  Watercolorists and pastelists seem to 
have a particularly hard time.

brushstrokes
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mark it on your calendars . . .

APRIL

4 Wednesday SAA Board Meeting The Woods 
5 PM

6-8 Fri-Sun
Workshop: The Art of Abstract Painting 
Instructor: Sharon Saseen

Oatland Island Wildlife Center 
$350

14 Saturday Playshop with Elaine Grippi: Draw on scratchboard Generation One 
Cost: $15

18 Wednesday

General Meeting: Featuring ISCAP and sustainability 
Includes a tour of the facility and a presentation of 
ISCAP artwork in their gallery space

6 PM 
Chatham Recycling  
Education Center  
1321 Eisenhower

21 Saturday
Earth Day   
Please plan to come by our tent!

Forsyth Park 
10:00-4:00

28 Saturday
ISCAP Art Show 
Local students and teachers will show their climate art

Asbury Memorial United 
Methodist Church 
1-4 PM

MARCH

4-6 Sun-Tues Hang art in Savannah Art Association Gallery SAA Gallery

7 Wednesday SAA Board Meeting The Woods 
5 PM

  8 Thursday Reception for the "Savannah Blooms" Airport Gallery

10 Saturday

Playshop with Steve Willis: Oil and Acrylic 
Pointers for plein air painters 
Call Generation One to sign up, 350-7587

Generation One 
10 AM - 1 PM 
Cost: $15

12 Monday Plein Air Group:  Reynolds Square Lunch at Goosefeathers 
11:30

21 Wednesday General Meeting The Woods 
6 PM

22-24 Thurs-Sat SAA 5TH Annual Plein Air Event Downtown Savannah
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artist of the month . . .
Maryan Harrell was born in 
Bainbridge, and has lived in 
Georgia all of her life.  Her 
family had a beach house on 
the Gulf of Mexico in Florida 
for about forty years, where 
she spent lots of time on the 
beach, watching shore birds 
and the water.

Harrell lived and worked all over Georgia until 1979, 
at which time she was firmly planted like Sgt. Jasper’s 
monument  on Madison Square in Savannah, where 
she spent close to forty years.  For several decades she 
remained a fixture selling books at E. Shaver, bookseller, 
then crossed the square to join the staff at St. John’s 
Church for over fifteen years until her retirement.

As a child Harrell was fortunate to have been given 
watercolor lessons which she loved and never forgot, 
though they were laid aside when a college art teacher in 
the sixties refused to appreciate a young student’s love for 
realistic watercolor landscapes, seascapes, birds, and trees.

Since retirement, Harrell has found the time, the 
encouragement, and the courage to return to her love of 
watercolor art.   Harrell’s inspiration, help, and wisdom is 
owed with thanks that cannot be put into words, to the 
patient teaching of her teacher, Pang-Chieh Hsu. 
 
Harrell is fortunate to have the wonderful support of her 
family:   husband, Bill, daughter Mary Margaret Lee and 
her husband Adam, along with their two boys, Edward, 8, 
and William, 3.

Her artistic influences in watercolor include John Singer 
Sargent, foremost, Winslow Homer, and so many more 
whose footsteps watercolorists everywhere follow.  She 
is a member of the Audubon Society, The Georgia 
Ornithological Society, The Savannah Art Association, a 
life member of the Sierra Club and a member of St. John’s 
Church.   

Maryan Harrell

www.watercolorwingsbymaryan.com

Email: maryan@watercolorwingsbymaryancom
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SAA Board Members

We need volunteers to research SAA history!  
Contact Bobbie: bobbiekraft@yahoo.com

Savannah Art Association’s ISCAP project 
will be there again this year.  Come to see our 
booth and help support Earth Day.  
 
Contact Carol Anderson for more information 
and to volunteer.  
CarolAnderson61@gmail.com

March 4, 5and 6: New Art Hanging

March 22-24, 2018

Raffle tickets: $10 
 

Great PRIZES for winning 
artist!

SAA 5th Annual Plein Air Competition

Earth Day 
April 21, 2018 at Forsyth Park

Bring art ready to hang, a wire on the back.  
The cost this time will be half the usual price: $20 a space 

for 2 months.

For more info, call Andrea: 912-663-3188

Established
1920

SAA GALLERY  
Chippewa Square, 232 Bull St.

other news . . .


